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Diligence vs. Slothfulness 

(Highlighted text added) 

We can learn from God’s creation! 

 

Job 12:7-10 

"But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; 

And the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

Or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; 

And the fish of the sea will explain to you. 

Who among all these does not know 

That the hand of the LORD has done this, 

In whose hand is the life of every living thing, 

And the breath of all mankind?" NKJV 

 

Hebrews 6:10-12 (NKJV)  

10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His 

name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  

11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope 

until the end,  

12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises. 

 

Proverbs 6:6-11 (NKJV)  

6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise,  

7 Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler,  

8 Provides her supplies in the summer, And gathers her food in the harvest.  

9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from your sleep?  

10 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep--  

11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, And your need like an armed man. 

 

Proverbs 24:30-34 (NKJV)  

30 I went by the field of the lazy man, And by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding;  

31 And there it was, all overgrown with thorns; Its surface was covered with nettles; Its stone 

wall was broken down.  

32 When I saw it, I considered it well; I looked on it and received instruction:  

33 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest;  

34 So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like an armed man. 

 

Proverbs 30:24-28 (RSV)  

24 Four things on earth are small, but they are exceedingly wise:  

25 the ants are a people not strong, yet they provide their food in the summer;  

26 the badgers are a people not mighty, yet they make their homes in the rocks;  

27 the locusts have no king, yet all of them march in rank;  

28 the lizard you can take in your hands, yet it is in kings' palaces. 
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Proverbs 10:4-5 (NKJV)  

4 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, But the hand of the diligent makes rich.  

5 He who gathers in summer is a wise son; He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame. 

 

Proverbs 10:26 (NKJV)  

26 As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, So is the lazy man to those who send him.  

 

Proverbs 13:4 (NKJV)  

4 The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made 

rich.  

 

Proverbs 15:19 (NKJV)  

19 The way of the lazy man is like a hedge of thorns, But the way of the upright is a highway.  

 

Proverbs 18:9 (AMP)  

9 He who is loose and slack in his work is brother to him who is a destroyer and he who does 

not use his endeavors to heal himself is brother to him who commits suicide.  

 

Proverbs 19:15 (AMP)  

15 Slothfulness casts one into a deep sleep, and the idle person shall suffer hunger.  

 

Proverbs 19:24 (AMP)  

24 The sluggard buries his hand in the dish, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.  

 

Proverbs 20:4 (AMP)  

4 The sluggard does not plow when winter sets in; therefore he begs in harvest and has nothing.  

 

Proverbs 21:25 (AMP)  

25 The desire of the slothful kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.  

 

Proverbs 26:13-15 (TLB)  

13 The lazy man won’t go out and work. "There might be a lion outside!" he says.  

14 He sticks to his bed like a door to its hinges!  

15 He is too tired even to lift his food from his dish to his mouth! 
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The parable of the talents 

 

Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV)  

14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 

servants and delivered his goods to them.  

 

15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his 

own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.  

 

16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five 

talents.  

 

17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.  

 

18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money.  

19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  

 

20 So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you 

delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.'  

 

21 His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few 

things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  

 

22 He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; 

look, I have gained two more talents besides them.'  

 

23 His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few 

things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  

 

24 Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, 

reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is 

yours.'  

 

26 But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap 

where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.  

 

27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have 

received back my own with interest.  

 

28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.  

 

29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who 

does not have, even what he has will be taken away.  

 

30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.' 
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Christian conduct in personal relationships 

 

Romans 12:9-21 (NKJV)  

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  

10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 

another;  

11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  

12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;  

13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  

16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate 

with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.  

17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  

19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 

"Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  

20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so 

doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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Proverbs 22:13 (TLB)  

13 The lazy man is full of excuses. "I can’t go to work!" he says. "If I go outside, I might meet a 

lion in the street and be killed!" 

 

Impulsive and reluctant followers “But” 

 

Luke 9:57-62 (NKJV)  

57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, "Lord, I will 

follow You wherever You go."  

 

58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay His head."  

 

59 Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my 

father."  

60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of 

God."  

61 And another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell 

who are at my house."  

 

62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for 

the kingdom of God." 

 

Luke 9:57-62 (TLB)  

57 As they were walking along someone said to Jesus, "I will always follow you no matter where 

you go."  

58 But Jesus replied, "Remember, I don’t even own a place to lay my head. Foxes have dens to 

live in, and birds have nests, but I, the Messiah, have no earthly home at all."  

59 Another time, when he invited a man to come with him and to be his disciple, the man 

agreed—but wanted to wait until his father’s death.  

60 Jesus replied, "Let those without eternal life concern themselves with things like that. Your 

duty is to come and preach the coming of the Kingdom of God to all the world."  

61 Another said, "Yes, Lord, I will come, but first let me ask permission of those at home."  

62 But Jesus told him, "Anyone who lets himself be distracted from the work I plan for him is 

not fit for the Kingdom of God." 

 

Other resources: 

 

Click here. Rewards for Being Diligent 

 

Click here. How to Conquer Slothfulness 

 

Click here. Learning from God’s Creation with examples 

 

 

 

https://www.surefootedmin.org/More/CharacterQuality/Rewardsforbeingdiligent
https://www.surefootedmin.org/More/CharacterQuality/DiligenceHowtoConquerSlothfulnessSeries
https://www.surefootedmin.org/RPG/RPGGallery/LearningFromGod'sCreationwithexamples

